STATEMENT
InavNMscu



& 8
o %,
3 (A

= =]

ANNSNIEDUUUIVIDENRA
THE NATIONAL PRESSCOUNCIL OF THAILAND aunAudndhoanegainstinding

&1 ¢ A
LORYNITONIIN 4 DIANTHD
1389 mitaumi”nﬁLﬂuﬂwsazLﬁmaw%éauqﬂﬂa

dldl ] Y o ! 4‘ o a dd‘dﬂ/ v
PINNFDHIATULIRILFU AU N wazd1RNLINVARDIBYINTINAAIBART HAN B LEN

| A a ay o a A & s oA O T A IS ~ ady
dgazidadanidiuyenanazdndeaanuiduunwd dnnudumstududanidumdouasgdnila
logadananssutnviaafistzndenguiinmzisndunsdidiadrsagadeildiiiadasining Jaisal

¥
a =<

U o ¥ A A gj 4 ! 1 A ! 1 14
@]@ﬂ']i“/l']%%"]“ﬂ“llﬂ\?&@N'J&“ﬁ%vLVlﬂ VIGI%&G@S\IVLVI?_ILL@Z@'NiJ‘JmVIﬂaEI']\TYIVLNLﬂﬂLﬂ@"ﬂ%N']ﬂau aNenNg

A a L4

FTNNG 4 dusznaudie am%m%wﬁn"mqLLa:Iﬂiﬁ’ﬁﬂﬂﬂ ANINITATIAONNNLAITIN AHIAN
ﬁmhﬁmguaz‘[mﬁﬁﬂwﬂ WAy aN1ANTINYMNTNNTIRaRNNWAUsznalng eianuAvIaat1eNIN
1 aa 1 a 4‘ d‘q V& o a d' L%
fan193sn1seutluafonsginssnaasie ARlGIWlYaRIasgIurana3esITHAlRAI NI
sl,uavu%a"mqﬂﬂaLLa:ﬁﬂaﬂ%‘mmLﬁuumpﬂﬁ ARDAAUNANTENUNHADLALDLAZATOUAT?
NFLEUDNIWLAZLI01TINTIN (T asazidansouad1eds wazandudosiansandoma
d'dl 4 < 4' L% All a
naznuifidadenduwmauazasaunia maauanwaanrialuafanrginsanlusaninaiuaaun uaz
ay a all % 4' U ] L% d‘ 1 o =) A v & 1 o 9: 1
nmadawaeazidaainaaivaninasmdauazdagadiudafilddndu faldiduiinianszvigisa
dl' L 1 YV a YR = U % U ) 4‘ U gj 4' = =<
wiauazdunaldiiaanuidnaziiouladaasavaiivasfandwniafs inszasiudaniasudng
ﬁaﬁzﬁmﬁﬂumiﬁ']Lauamwl,l,amhﬁu&’ﬂwmzﬁﬂﬂdnLLazmié’miﬁmwmmiwdaéﬁmmﬁumﬁmm:
YR L% I 1 AI
anuianasaveiaiuadieie
al' (% [ 7 > 4 d‘ 4' > d'
nsfitendasnneananninglal 8 dsmne ddwudvasdnsdalnedioTui 22 aanax
2557 WIaNIUATADLNDLIAIAINNTUAIADNITEUVNIVIFANIATU N TUARHNIANTINALNIZLHAN
Tasan 1zl Uud U N gITUNTALLRAAN S FIUAIVDILHE DAL NTZUIUNTRURIUFOUFIUVDIANATN
ﬂ'auLfluﬂ'lil,l,amsl,ﬁl,ﬁu'i'mvmmmaqé‘avl,mlﬂ’azgﬁ’u fldaniduasanauludeaninamiity ua
fagnasiadauaInMauande
g =1 a v Qldl =1 >3 1 o U dl =1 >3
WNTITAL T YA IUDLS 8N 09l H A O NIATU N LFAIDIAINATZHINA BNITVIAUNT Lag i aran
a 1 a a 1 1 ¥ 4‘ Y YV U 1 dl v
asusssnuraImInadressaiaunalideanldfudayarriasiesuiunaziusssuuazlusme
a v a a |l % Ar a I 4 91:1' =< 1 Y %
WeanuansauyanauazdndeianudunysdvasiiionduingldSunisunilassiase
= & a a & & o A v a A a a =
DHIANANTITITWNG 4 DIANT ATANAUNITIARNNITHITOLATANLU R UAITNAALAUIUINNIT
4 4 e N IR R X day
Foa1srIaTwiNaINAuIrUaLKINIsIUNIsEnIzAUNImTiveasdal# i s unnd s wne 1%
1@suanutineaandsansunnau
27 ganAu 2557
a a 1 a L>
an3nIndninguazinaviesiing
ANINSHINRDNNWLAITR
ammﬁﬂﬂhﬁﬂqLLa:‘Emﬁmﬂm

AHANTINVITINAII NN AUz nelng

Annual Report
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association



ANNSNIEDUUUIVIDENRA
THE NATIONAL PRESSCOUNCIL OF THAILAND aunAudndhoanegainstinding

Joint Statement of four Thai Media Organizations on the Media's Violation of Individual Rights to
Privacy and Fair Treatment in Reporting

Some media's publication of photos and crime news stories that appeared to have violated the
victims' rights to privacy and affected the feelings of the victims' family and relatives in the recent
murder case of two British tourists on Koh Tao has sparked criticism from both domestic and
international society on the role of Thai journalists in covering such crime stories.

Four Thai media organizations; namely, the Thai Broadcast Journalists Association, the News
Broadcasting Council of Thailand, the National Press Council of Thailand, and the Thai Journalists
Association, would like to express deepest concerns on the procedures of reporting crime stories
by some of Thai media that seems to have violated the victims' rights and caused greater sorrow
to the victims' family and relatives.

The effect that may cause to the victims and family should be highly considered prior to the
publication of photos and crime news, as it is a very sensitive issue.

The publication of graphic pictures of the victims and dissemination of personal information can
have traumatic impact on the feelings of the family of the victims. Therefore, media should be
cautious in disseminating such photos and news stories, and should respect the feeling of the
victims' family.

The meeting between eight European Union Ambassadors with representatives from the four Thai
media organizations coupled with the submission of a letter expressing concern on the reporting of
Thai media with regards to the violation of victims' rights and the investigation procedures of Thai
officers with the recent murder case on Koh Tao were examples of evidence that Thai media are
being monitored by not only Thai society but also the international community.

Hence, the four Thai media organizations would like to call on all Thai media to strictly follow the
current codes of ethics in reporting for the society will benefit in receiving the correct and fair
information that does not violate individual rights of the victims.

The organizations will further hold discussion and exchange ideas on the roles of the media in

reporting in order to determine the right model for reporting and uplift the standards of Thai media
to gain wider public trust.

27th October 2014

The News Broadcasting Council of Thailand,

The National Press Council of Thailand,

Thai Broadcast Journalists Association,

Thai Journalists Associations
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March 10, 2015

His Excellency

Francesco Saverio Nisio

Ambassador of ltaly

Rotating EU President and Coordinator
Bangkok, Thailand

Your Excellency;

First of all, we would like to thank Your Excellency and the other representatives of the
European Union for meeting with representatives of Thai media organizations on October 22,
2014 and presenting us with a letter outlining your concern over Thai media coverage of crime
victims. Your made specific reference to the coverage of the brutal murder of two British
nationals on Koh Tao in southern Thailand which raises questions about media ethical
standard.

We truly appreciate your concern and share with you our sympathy for families of the murder
victims who suffered not only from the losses of their loved ones but also from distress
caused by irresponsible news coverage by certain media quarters. While we believe that the
majority of the mainstream media in Thailand adhere to professional standards and code of
ethics in carrying out their journalistic duty, we are also mindful that there are still elements in
the business that choose sensationalism over professionalism. How some of the Thai media
covered the Koh Tao murder is a case in point.

The four Thai media organizations which represent all the major media outlets in Thailand are
committed to promoting media responsibility and have been working vigorously to raise the
awareness of media professionals on the need for strict adherence to the code of ethics in
their news reporting. Being fair, balanced and respecting the right to privacy are among the
basic principles of journalism that the four media organizations have emphasized in their
periodical statements and their communications with their members. However, the coverage of
the Koh Tao murder case by some of the media reminds us that more needs to be done to
raise the level of media responsibility.

We would like to inform you that less than a week after our meeting, the four media
organizations issued a joint statement expressing our concerns over incidents of news reporting
on criminal cases that contravene the media code of ethics. The statement urged all the
media to respect the privacy and human dignity of the victims and their families. They are
called upon not to show or publish information or pictures that would cause undue emotional
distress to those involved. The statement also pointed out that the fact that the EU envoys

Annual Report
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had publicly raised the issue demonstrates that the role of the Thai media is being scrutinized
not only by members of the Thai society but also by the international community.

In addition to that, the four media organizations together with the Mass Communication Faculty
of Chulalongkorn University organized a seminar in December, 2014 on the topic "Reporting
Without Violating Human Rights" which drew on the lessons from the Koh Tao murder case.
The seminar concluded with a consensus for the Thai media to be more professional and
responsible in their news reporting. = The media organizations plan to use input from the
forum, which was attended by media professionals, academics, police representatives and legal
experts, to produce an ethics guideline on crime reporting that will be disseminated to all
media outlets in the near future.

We are also encouraged by the ongoing reform process in Thailand which makes reforming the
media one of its priorities.  While the reform is designed to guarantee media freedom, it will
also ensure that the media will be held more responsible and accountable through a more
effective check-and-balance system that is open to public participation. The four media
organizations have been working closely with members of the National Reform Council to offer
our input.

We agree with your observation that Thailand is not the only society that faces such a
challenge. This is particularly true with the proliferation of on-line media that makes
enforcement of media ethics more challenging. But we will be more than willing to learn from
the experience of others. Therefore, we welcome your offer to share your experience with us
and look forward to further discussions on how we can cooperate.

We would also like to express our appreciation for your strong expression of support for a free
media which is without doubts a crucial part of a functioning democratic society. Thailand is at
the moment going through a very challenging time in which a free and responsible media can
play a very important role.

Yours sincerely,

Thepchai Yong Korkhet Chantalertluk
President President
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association The News Broadcasting Council of Thailand
Wanchai Wongmeechai Pattara Khumphitak
President Chairman
Thai Journalists Association The National Press Council of Thailand
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Statement: Clarification on the Roles of Journalists

This is a statement in response to criticism of journalists by Prime Minister and Chief of the National
Council for Peace and Order, General Prayuth Chanocha. He has accused journalists of neglecting truth
in their reporting and for neglecting to consider the consequences of their reports for Thailand's national

interests. The Thai Broadcast Journalists Association would like to respond as follows:

1. Every journalist is committed to certain roles and responsibilities in delivering information and
occurrence in the society, reflecting what happened to the public for better understanding of the people

and reaching out to authorities who are in charge, for the solutions to the problems.

2. In reporting, mistakes may occur with regrettable effects on social authorities including the
government. When such things happen, journalists are professionally obligated to publicize their
correction and ensure the public is informed relevant facts truthfully. On all issues, journalists are obliged

to listen to all sides and reflect their opinions accurately.

3. On March 25" 2015, Prime Minister Prayuth Chanocha expressed his dissatisfaction toward the roles of
Thai journalists, requesting that they be supervised by media organizations. The Thai Broadcast
Journalists Association holds that it agrees with the proposal being pushed by the media reform

committee on self-regulation of media professionals working freely and responsibly.

4. Regarding the case of Channel 3 reporter, Ms.Thapanee letsrichai who reported about forced workers
on trawlers near Indonesia: the Thai Broadcast Journalists Association views the reporting of problems
and hardships of fellow Thais as appropriate and hope that our government as well as all parties in

society will take notice and address such problems seriously.

The Thai Broadcast Journalists Association reaffirms that the role of journalists is to distribute news and
information truthfully for the public and be responsible in their reporting. The reporting of full ranges of
differing opinions is essential in a democratic society, meanwhile, the national interest has to also be

taken into account.
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association

26" March 2015
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Joint Statement of 4 Thai Professional Press Organizations
On the NCPO Order Number 3/2558
The National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) issued order no.3/2558, in order to invoke section
44 of the Interim Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand (2014) to replace the Martial Law on April
2, 2015. According to article number 5 of the section 44, it gives the security authorities power to ban
any news report, sale and distribution of book, publications and other medium that the NCPO deemed
as security threat. Any person who does not comply with the article will be punished with maximum of
one year jail term, or a fine not exceeding to 20,000 baht, or both. Thus, this article is the greater

threat to press freedom and freedom of expression than the lifted Martial Law.

Civilian is also at risk, as people who communicates and discusses topics through online social media
that contain information viewed by the authorities as threat to national security, cause of public alarm,

spreading of false information or public misunderstanding will be punished on the same condition.

The Thai Journalists Association, the National Press Council of Thailand, the Thai Broadcasting
Journalists Association and the News Broadcasting Council of Thailand are very concerned about the
broad context of the articles under section 44 that empower the authorities to conduct any actions on
their discretions. Without any clear definition of national security threat, cause of public alarm and
dissemination of false information, the authorities might over-exercise or abuse their power, which is

very contradicting to the NCPO order.

The four professional press organizations jointly urge the NCPO to set the clear rules, guidelines and
procedures for the security authorities in conducting their duties under article no.5 of the section 44,
as it can severely affect the fundamental human rights. People and press must be ensured that the

authorities will exercise their power in prudent and positive manners as pledged before by the NCPO.

Furthermore, the four professional press organizations request the NCPO to carefully consider about
the consequence from the use of section 44 that has already affected press freedom and basic rights
of the citizen of Thailand. The situation in Thailand will also be widely reported and discussed at the

incoming event of Press Freedom Day on May 3, 2015.

The Thai Journalists Association
The National Press Council of Thailand
The Thai Broadcasting Journalists Association

The News Broadcasting Council of Thailand

141 Annual Report
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Statement of Four Thai Professional Media Organizations
on the World Press Freedom Day
3 May 2015

Since 2014, the media in Thailand have been facing more and various challenges. During the time
of political protests in early 2014, the media were pressured by supporters of different parties in the
political conflicts who wanted the media to take their side. Meanwhile, some of the public have seen
media as players in the conflicts, or a party to intensify the tensions instead of pulling the fuel out from
the fire. Some cast doubts in the work and performance of the media.

Realizing the seriousness of the problems as well as the importance of the public’s faith and trust
in the media, the four professional media organizations , namely the Thai Journalists Association, the
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association, the National Press Council of Thailand and the News Broadcasting
Council of Thailand, have joined hands in attempt to solve the problems.

Once the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) took over the national administration
power on 22 May 2014 (B.E.2557), the situation and the media freedom index for Thailand has dropped
drastically in the eyes of the global community. That was because in the first period after the power
seizure, the NCPO ordered many television and radio stations to go black out while asking newspapers to
refrain from publicizing any opinions that could lead to opposition to the NCPO.

After that, the NCPO and its leader also issued the announcements that limit the media freedom
and the people’s rights to information. They include the NCPO’s Announcement Number 97/2557, NCPQ’s
Announcement Number 103/2557 and the Article 5 of the NCPO’s Chief Announcement Number 3/2558
issued as authorized in the Article 44 of the 2014 Interim Constitution. Freedom of the press and the
people’s rights to information are not less important than the people’s privacy and individual’s rights to
be protected from the media’s violation. At the same time, the media are obliged to work keeping social
responsibility and Code of Ethics in mind.

On the World Press Freedom Day, 3 May 2015, the four professional organizations propose
demands as follow:

The NCPO must quickly revoke its Announcements Number 97/2557 and 103/2557 and the NCPO
chief must quickly revoke his Announcement Number 3/2558 to create the environment for reconciliation
with free and safe discussion. This comes especially at a time of national reform in Thailand. Therefore,
it is necessary that the people from different groups can have opportunities to submit their opinions and
proposals how they want to see the future of the country.

The media can be a good platform for discussion and market of ideas so that the country can be
out of the political conflicts peacefully.

Revocation of the announcements would mean the NCPO is sending a good signal leading to a
better image of the country on the people’s rights. It would demonstrate to the global community that
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the enforcement of Thailand’s laws used in the normal condition is enough as the tools to take action
against the media who violate the rights of the people. The media professionals can do their job properly
without the need of any special laws or measures.

2. The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission of Thailand must be
independent from any interference from the state power. The agency was established with the will of
the people to be independent body to freely and justly allocate frequencies, which is national asset, for
the public interest. Meanwhile, all media organizations should work professionally and responsibly under
the law, Code of Ethics and Code of Conducts with the effective self-regulation to uphold the freedom of
the press.

3. The people and the media consumers should realize in the changed media landscape in
Thailand. With the use of technologies, a lot of people, not only the media professionals, can create the
content and spread the information to the wide public. The information receivers, then should use be
careful and use their consideration while consuming the information.

The current time of drafting the Constitution is a good opportunity for the people to submit and
share their opinions on the laws for the sake of the country. Meanwhile, the main law supports the
existence of professional media organizations to protect freedom of the press, to keep good professional
and ethical standards for the media as well as to consider and take measures in case of media
misconduct or violation.

The people violated or damaged by the work of the media are eligible to petition to the National
Press Council of Thailand and the News Broadcasting Council of Thailand as well as exercise their legal
rights to take action against the violating media.

4. The media professionals and the owners of the media business should keep in mind the roles
and obligations of the media to the public according to the professional and ethical standards. They
should support the people for the exchange of ideas as a way to the solutions for the country. Thailand
then can achieve reconciliation and national reform and be out of the great crisis.

The four professional media organizations urge all parties in society to respect the freedom of the
press and people’s rights to information, which will be account greatly for the good governance of the
country and eventually the public interest.

Thai Journalists Association;

Thai Broadcast Journalists Association;
National Press Council of Thailand;
News Broadcasting Council of Thailand

3 May 2015
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